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Developed from the Euro group for Animal Welfare, which was set up in 1980, the Animal Welfare 
Intergroup is an informal group consisting of Members of the European Parliament (MEPs) from a 
variety of parties who have a common interest in animal welfare. The group aims to mobilise 
cross-party support for animal welfare and conservation, and aims to put pressure on the 
European Commission to come up with new legislative proposals. The group’s executive meets 
every three months to consider which issues they would like the EU to discuss and deliberate on.  
 
The group has had many important successes and helped to obtain a ban on imports of baby seal 
products into the European Union, and helped to phase out the battery-cage system for laying 
hens. The work of the Animal Welfare Intergroup is integral to ensuring that the welfare of animals 
is addressed at a European level, and as a member I will continue to do my utmost to ensure that I 
and my Labour colleagues continue our work to stop unnecessary cruelty to animals. 
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It gave me great pleasure to learn that Written Declaration 40/2007 concerning the use of primates 
in scientific experiments recently received 433 signatures, enough to be adopted, and it is now the 
official position of the European Parliament, meaning that experiments with apes and wild-caught 
monkeys should be ended.  
 
Although the Written Declaration in itself does not herald the end to this practice, it is an important 
milestone in showing national governments across Europe how widespread concerns about this 
matter are. Above all, it sets down a marker ahead of the drafting by the European Commission of 
a proposal to update existing laws on this. 
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A Written Declaration is similar to an Early Day Motion in the Houses of Parliament.  Limited to 200 
words, a Written Declaration can be submitted to highlight a problem within the European Union’s 
sphere of activities. Written Declarations are of particular use to MEPs who wish to launch or re-launch 
a debate on a subject of great importance that comes under EU responsibilities. For a Written 
Declaration to be adopted it has to be signed by half of the MEPs in Parliament, if it fails to do so within 
three months, the declaration will lapse. A number of Written Declarations have been adopted in recent 
years:  
 
Transportation of Animals 
 
The Written Declaration called on the Commission, national governments and candidate states to 
enforce the existing regulations and to enact the recommendation adopted by the Parliament in 
November 2001 that a maximum limit of eight hours or 500km on journeys for slaughter or further 
fattening.  
The declaration received 333 signatures and was ado pted on 04.06.2003 
 
 
Cat and dog fur farming 
 
The Written Declaration on Cat and Dog Fur Farming asked the commission to draft a regulation under 
internal market powers to ban the import, export, sales and production of cat and dog furs and skins to 
restore European Union consumer and retailer confidence and end this trade.  
The declaration received 346 signatures and was ado pted on 18.12.2003  
 
 
Bear bile farming 
 
The Written Declaration on bear bile farming called on the Chinese Government to take a clear stance 
on bear farming, initiating a countrywide ban forthwith on the breeding of bears on farms and setting a 
time limit for the ending of bear farming.  
The declaration received 377 signatures and was ado pted on 26.12.2005  
 
 
Seal products 
 
On the 15th May 2006 a Written Declaration was tabled to ban the use of seal products in the European 
Union. The Declaration asked the Commission to immediately draft a regulation to ban the import, 
export and sale of all harp and hooded seal products.  
The declaration received 425 signatures and was ado pted on 26.09.2006 
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Many of you may have written to me in the past asking me to sign Written Declaration 0002/2007 that 
called for an end to the practice of bullfighting. Tabled by my colleague Robert Evans MEP, the 
declaration asked the Commission to:-  
 

·  take further steps to ensure that EU farm subsidies cannot be given to farmers who breed bulls 
to be used in bullfighting   

·  To take action to bring bullfighting into line with the EU’s broader approach to animal welfare 
and to work toward an EU-wide ban on bullfighting. 

 
The Declaration also rejected claims that bullfighting was part of a cultural heritage, as the EU has 
never recognised it as such. 
 
Unfortunately on the 15th of April the Written Declaration fell short of the numbers needed.  
 
I was surprised and pleased to see that our Spanish counterparts are also working towards a complete 
ban of bullfighting. The ADDA (Asociación Defensa Derechos Animal) is a Spanish Association 
developed in 1976 which aims to protect the welfare of animals throughout the Spanish regions. Since 
2002, ADDA has worked alongside the World Society for the Protection of Animals (WSPA) to bring an 
end to bullfighting in the region of Catalonia. In the latest Gallup poll, 72% of Spanish people support a 
ban, whilst 73.1% of Catalonians want the Catalan Parliament to ban the sport completely. It is 
reassuring to see that many Spanish people are against this cruel and barbaric activity and hopefully 
with enough support bullfighting will cease to be a spectator sport in the future. 
 


