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In order to improve the welfare of pigs, the Commission was required to submit to the European 
Council two reports on the specific aspects of pig welfare. It had been brought to my attention that the 
deadline for both of these reports (January 2005 and January 2008) had been missed by the 
Commission. I therefore submitted a Parliamentary Question to the Commission asking them to explain 
why these deadlines had not been met. Given that these reports were supposed to recommend further 
measures to improve pig welfare, I also asked them to outline their record on pig welfare and to 
request when these reports would be finalised. 
 
In their reply the Commission said that animal welfare was a priority, and that a scheme adopted in 
2006, the ‘Community Action Plan on the Protection and Welfare of Animals’, addressed some of the 
issues relating to pig welfare. The action plan provides that the Commission will propose revision to the 
current welfare legislation on the farming of pigs in the framework of a more general process of 
integration of animal welfare within existing policies in the area of animal health, public health and 
agriculture. The Commission said that they will provide the Council and the Parliament in 2010 with a 
report regarding the revision of the general legislation from 1998 for the protection of animals kept for 
farming purposes, taking into account the need to revise the legislation on the protection of pigs and 
calves. Several additional studies are also ongoing in order to support the process, including the 
Specific Support Action project PIGCAS (‘Attitudes, practices and state of the art regarding piglet 
castration in Europe’, due late 2008) and the ‘Study on the improved methods for animal friendly 
production, in particular on alternatives to the castration of pigs and on alternatives to the dehorning of 
cattle’ (that will conclude in December 2009).  
 
I was disappointed that the Commission did not respond to my question on the whereabouts of the two 
missing reports (but informed me of new reports and deadlines concerning pig welfare) but hopefully 
we will soon see new legislation put before the European Parliament that will help improve the welfare 
of farmed pigs and other farm animals. 



Richard Corbett, Labour MEP 
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In September, British birdwatchers trying to stop the illegal killing of some of Europe's rarest birds in 
Malta became embroiled in an increasingly tense standoff with local hunters and say they have 
recovered unprecedented numbers of carcasses of protected birds. Thirty British volunteers and a 
delegation of five staff from the RSPB spent two weeks documenting the shooting of birds of prey such 
as osprey, honey buzzards, and marsh harriers as they fly over the Mediterranean island on annual 
migratory routes. The volunteers estimate scores of rare birds protected by EU laws have been killed 
this year and claim the shootings have reached a new high. This is, of course, despite the European 
law banning the Maltese hunt from taking place. 
 
This year the birdwatchers, who say the hunting is threatening British conservation projects, also claim 
they have faced increasing verbal abuse, intimidation and sabotage from the local huntsmen. Their 
camps have been vandalised, tyres on their vehicles have been punctured and they have regularly 
suffered from verbal abuse. The standoff threatens to escalate into a minor diplomatic incident after the 
Maltese hunters, who claim they are merely exercising an ancestral tradition, complained to the 
RSPB’s patron, the Queen! The hunters have a nerve to complain about anything when they are 
participating in an outlawed activity and those birdwatchers fighting to protect rare bird species can be 
commended for their efforts. 
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I would like to thank Christina Tomlinson, 
one of my constituents from Yorkshire, who 
brought to my attention the welfare of 
farmed rabbits. Like battery chickens, 
farmed rabbits are forced to live in cages 
and are deprived of their natural habitats 
and activities. Some may recall from an 
earlier edition of my newsletter that the 
Commission had confirmed that the tiny 
cages used for laying hens were to be 
banned in favour of larger, more humane 
cage spaces for chickens. While this news 
is to be welcomed, it should not end there. 
If the cages used in battery farms are 
deemed inhumane for the chickens forced 
to live in them, then surely the same must 
be said for the cages used to farm rabbits?  
 
In light of that, I have sent the Commission a Parliamentary Question asking whether or not they have 
considered bringing forward legislative proposals on the minimum standards for farmed rabbits, as they 
have done for laying hens. Hopefully we can get some momentum behind a campaign to improve the 
welfare of farmed rabbits across Europe.  



Richard Corbett, Labour MEP 
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Catherine Ray, spokesperson for the Commission on science and research, gave a statement to the 
European Voice newspaper this month regarding the proposed ban on testing on primates. According 
to the statement, Janez Poto� nik, Commissioner for science and research, has always supported the 
revision of the laws on testing on primates and its objectives to obtain the highest levels of protection 
for animals, to regulate strictly and to reduce the use of animals in scientific experiments.  The 
Commission has agreed this month that the use of non-human primates is subject to specific 
conditions. As for great apes, such as chimpanzees, bonobos, gorillas and orangutans, the European 
Commission supports a ban on their use in scientific experiments. The only exceptions to this would be 
if the survival of the species of ape itself were at stake, or if an unexpected outbreak of life-threatening 
or debilitating disease in human beings occurred.�
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The European Parliament has called for a ban in the EU on the cloning of animals for food supply. 
MEPs have also urged an embargo on imports of cloned animals, their offspring and products derived 
from these sources. In a resolution adopted by 622 MEPs in favour, 32 against and 25 abstentions, the 
European Parliament requested that the Commission submit proposals prohibiting for food supply 
purposes: 
 

·  the cloning of animals,  
·  the farming of cloned animals or their offspring,  
·  the placing on the market of meat or dairy products derived from cloned animals or their 

offspring, and  
·  the importing of cloned animals, their offspring, semen and embryos from cloned animals or 

their offspring, and meat or dairy products derived from cloned animals or their offspring." 
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The Animal Welfare Intergroup is an informal group consisting of Members of the European 
Parliament (MEPs) from a variety of parties who hav e a common concern about animal welfare. The 
group aims to mobilise cross party support for anim al welfare and conservation. The group’s 
executive meets every three months to consider whic h issues they would like the EU to discuss and 
deliberate on.  
 
The group has had many important successes and help ed to obtain a ban on imports of baby seal 
products into the European Union, and helped to pha se out the battery-cage system for laying hens. 
The work of the Animal Welfare Intergroup is integr al to ensuring that the welfare of animals is 
addressed at a European level, and as a member I wi ll continue to do my utmost to ensure that I and 
my Labour colleagues continue our work to stop unne cessary cruelty to animals. 


